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R  WHY DO THE CREEDS MATTER?

1. Creeds help Christians to distinguish between essential and
nonessential beliefs. Not everyone who disagrees with you is a heretic!
There are some beliefs on which Christians cannot compromise. On
others, we can agree to disagree. The creeds—which focus on the
essential beliefs that cannot be compromised—help us to distinguish
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- between essential and nonessential beliefs.
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. 5 ) 2. Creeds help Christians to focus their faith and worship on the

' issues that matter most. The issues that the creeds emphasize—such
as the Trinity, the character of God, the nature of Jesus, and the
resurrection, for example—are the ones that the earliest Christians
understood to matter most. These same beliefs can provide a unifying
focus for contemporary Christians’ teaching and worship.

3. Creeds help Christians to articulate clearly how their beliefs differ
from other teachings. The apostle Peter commanded his readers always
“to be ready to provide to anyone who asks a defense for the hope that
is in you” (1 Peter 3:15-16). When it comes to giving a defense for

our faith, the creeds are crucial! When someone asks what Christians

E believe about the resurrection of Jesus, the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds
+ provide concise summaries of this core doctrine. When a child in Sunday
school asks why Jesus came to earth, a teacher who remembers the
Nicene Creed can tell the child immediately, “It was for us and for our
salvation.” If someone asks whether the virgin conception of Jesus
really matters, the Christian who knows the creeds can immediately
recall that, even for the earliest believers in Jesus, this was an
essential doctrine.
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~ HERESIES TODAY

g{i Many heresies—wrong beliefs—relate to two central

¥ biblical teachings: the Trinity and the Incarnation.

{ Misunderstanding who God is will lead to misunderstanding

o what God has done and will do. Knowing the basic

41 teachings of the church will help us identify and respond

} to heresies still existing today. The following chart provides

' some basic points to keep in mind about how ancient

k heresies show up today and what the correct, biblical
teachings are.




